Minutes of the BikeCobb Meeting

6/16/08

The meeting was held at Free Flite on Old Canton Road.

Present at the meeting were the following people:

Dan Thornton, Frank Jewell, Marge from Marge at Large MS Group, Paul Leek, Don Grant, Michael Cullen ( Urban Planner for City of Marietta), Roberta Cook (Coordinator of Riverline Historic Area), Michael Lamar, Carl Wells, Chris Duseck, Greg Stewart, Kathy Empen, Travis Newmaller, Celeste Burr and Brian Genter.
Joe Seconder could not be present due to business meeting.

First topic of discussion was the need to elect a slate of officers for BikeCobb and to elect a Board.

Then we need to talk about urgencies and start working on a 12 month plan.

3 big things going on in the county now:

1. Splost – due to influx of funds, many streets are being repaved.  We need to see of we can influence county to move the line on side of road over to create area for bike traffic when such projects are undertaken.

2. Park Bonds – Roberta on that committee along with Chris Duseck.

3. County Commissioner election.  We need to be determining which candidate best supports cycling issues.  Not just a commuter issue but a family issue too.
Expressed a need for a committee to work with the DOT and County and City government to get a voice in the planning.  If we aren’t in the plan before the Public hearing, it won’t get done.
Need safer routes to schools and public parks as well.  

Blankets Creek is a good example of what SORBA can do with very little county input but creates big feather in the County’s cap.  Discussion as to whether we want to form a partnership with SORBA.  Definitely need to talk to them.  Chris and Dan are both in SORBA.  Chris will talk to them.

RFP is out for the firm to be selected but selection process not complete yet.

Question as to whether we should have community committee where there is a representative from each area of the county on the committee.  Would be more familiar with issues in their area.

We had a general introduction of each of the people present and what their interest was in being a part of Bike Cobb.

Then call was made for people to step forward and commit to being an officer or a Board member.  Per Kathy, chickens think about eating breakfast, a pig is committed to eating breakfast…be a pig.

Chris Duseck, Paul Leek, Carl Wells and Don Grant volunteered to be on the board.

Joe Seconder was nominated as President, Frank Jewell stepped forward as VP, Dan Thornton said he’d be the Treasurer unless someone else came forward, and Celeste Burr, note taker for this meeting, was pressed into service as the Secretary.  Greg Stewart graciously volunteered to be Asst. Secretary as the back-up person. 

These people are to serve until the end of the year.

Short discussion as to whether dues should be collected.  Bike Roswell charges $25 per family and $15 for individual.

Discussion was had as to whether BikeCobb should become a subsidiary of Bike Roswell.  Pros and cons were discussed.  General consensus seemed to be that it should remain separate but pattern ourselves after Bike Roswell and take them up on offer to assist with copying legal docs.
Getting in with group selected via RFP process is our road to the future.  Whatever we can put into motion now will be in long term plans.  BikeCobb should serve as a stakeholder for the master plan as well as Free Flite.  It will take 2-4 weeks after a firm is selected to get the process started.

Cake was served and meeting was adjourned.

